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Nonresident Any-Deer Bow Licenses 

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department will have 180 any-deer bow licenses available to 

nonresidents in 2013. Similar to last year and pending the final proclamation, antlerless mule deer may 

not be legal to harvest within a large area of western North Dakota. 

The deadline for applying is March 1. A lottery will be held if more applications are received than 

licenses available. If licenses remain after March 1, they will be issued on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Applicants can apply together as a party. A separate check is required for each application. 

The nonresident any-deer bow application is available at the Game and Fish website, gf.nd.gov. The 

application must be printed and sent in to the department. 

The number of nonresident any-deer bow licenses available is 15 percent of the previous year’s mule 

deer gun license allocation. The Game and Fish Department issued 1,200 antlered mule deer licenses in 

the 2012 deer gun lottery. 

  

Midwinter Bald Eagle Survey Conducted 

This year’s midwinter bald eagle survey conducted Jan. 10 along the Missouri River revealed 61 bald 

eagles, slightly above-average since the survey started in 1986. 

Patrick T Isakson, conservation biologist with the North Dakota Game and Fish Department, said the 

survey route from Bismarck to the Garrison Dam is conducted at the same time each year, and in 

coordination with other surveys nationwide. 

“Conducting the surveys close to the same day throughout the nation reduces the number of eagles that 

may be counted by other surveys as eagles tend to move around,” Isakson said. 

Large numbers of waterfowl are allowing a high number of bald eagles to winter in the state. “A change 

in weather conditions will force waterfowl to migrate further south, thus the eagles will follow,” Isakson 

said. 

Eagles are relatively easy to spot as they prefer to perch in large cottonwood trees along the river. Adult 

bald eagles have a white head and tail and a dark brown body, while immature bald eagles are brown 

with irregular white plumage. Golden eagles, which are also counted, are dark in color and have a gold 

cap on their head. 

  

Watchable Wildlife Checkoff on State Tax Form 

North Dakota citizens with an interest in supporting wildlife conservation programs are reminded to 

look for the Watchable Wildlife checkoff on the state tax form. 

The 2012 state income tax form gives wildlife enthusiasts an opportunity to support nongame wildlife 

like songbirds and birds of prey, while at the same time contributing to programs that help everyone 

enjoy all wildlife. 



The checkoff – whether you are receiving a refund or having to pay in – is an easy way to voluntarily 

contribute to sustain this long standing program. In addition, direct donations to the program are 

accepted any time of year. 

To learn more about Watchable Wildlife program activities, contact the North Dakota Game and Fish 

Department at 328-6300; or email ndgf@nd.gov. 
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