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Some Refuges Open to Late-Season Upland Game 

Hunters are reminded that several North Dakota national wildlife refuges open to late-season upland 

game bird hunting the day after the deer gun season closes. 

Arrowwood, Audubon, Des Lacs, J. Clark Salyer, Lake Alice, Lake Zahl, Long Lake, Lostwood, Tewaukon 

(pheasants only), and Upper Souris NWRs open Nov. 25. 

However, portions of each refuge are closed to hunting. Hunters should contact refuge headquarters for 

map leaflets designating closed areas and other restrictions: Arrowwood (701) 285-3341; Audubon (701) 

442-5474; Des Lacs (701) 385-4046; J. Clark Salyer (701) 768-2548; Lake Alice (701) 662-8611; Lake Zahl 

(701) 965-6488; Long Lake (701) 387-4397; Lostwood (701) 848-2722; Tewaukon (701) 724-3598; and 

Upper Souris (701) 468-5467. 

National wildlife refuges are managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Hunters are reminded that 

use of nontoxic shot is required on all USFWS lands. State regulations found in the North Dakota 2013-

14 Small Game Guide apply. Seasons for pheasant, sharp-tailed grouse, Hungarian partridge and ruffed 

grouse close statewide on Jan. 5, 2014. 

 

Fishing Tournaments Require 30-Day Notice 

Organizers planning fishing tournaments, including ice fishing contests this winter, are reminded to 

submit an application along with fishing tournament regulations to the North Dakota Game and Fish 

Department at least 30 days prior to the start of the event. 

The 30-day advance notice allows for review by agency staff to ensure the proposed tournament will not 

have negative consequences or conflicts with other proposed tournaments for the same location and/or 

time. 

Tournaments may not occur without first obtaining a valid permit from the department. 

In addition, the number of open-water tournaments on lakes Sakakawea and Oahe, the Missouri River 

and Devils Lake are capped each year, depending on the time of the year and location. Sponsors for 

tournaments on these water bodies must submit their application to the department prior to Jan. 1 to 

ensure full consideration. 

 

http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/refuges/nd/
http://gf.nd.gov/regulations-hunting-fishing-etc/small-game-hunting-guide
http://gf.nd.gov/regulations-hunting-fishing-etc/small-game-hunting-guide

