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Ice Awareness for Hunters, Anglers

State Game and Fish Department officials are cautioning hunters to be wary of where they hunt, as late-
season weather is freezing North Dakota’s small and mid-sized waters, giving the appearance of safe
foot travel.

Nancy Boldt, department boat and water safety coordinator, said hunters should be cautious of walking
on frozen stock ponds, sloughs, creeks and rivers.

Ice thickness is not consistent, Boldt said, as it can vary significantly within a few inches. Hunters walking
the edge of a cattail slough will not find the same ice thickness in the middle. “The edges firm up faster
than the center,” she added. “So, with your first step the ice might seem like it is strong enough, but it
may not be anywhere near solid enough once you progress away from the shoreline.”

And in the case of snowfall, Boldt cautions hunters to be aware of snow-covered ice. Snow insulates ice,
inhibiting solid ice formation, and makes it difficult to check thickness. Snow also hides cracked, weak
and open water areas.

Winter anglers are also encouraged to consider early ice conditions before traveling onto and across
North Dakota lakes.

Keep in mind:

e Avoid cracks, pressure ridges, slushy or darker areas that signal thinner ice. The same goes for
ice that forms around partially submerged trees, brush, embankments or other structures.

e Ice thickness is not consistent and can vary significantly even in a small area. Ice shouldn’t be
judged by appearance alone. Anglers should drill test holes as they make their way out on the
lake, and an ice chisel should be used to check ice thickness while moving around.

e Daily temperature changes cause ice to expand and contract, affecting its strength.

e The following minimums are recommended for travel on clear-blue lake ice formed under ideal
conditions. However, early in the winter it’s a good idea to double these figures to be safe: 4
inches for a group walking single file; 6 inches for a snowmobile or all-terrain vehicle; 8-12
inches for an automobile; and 12-15 inches for a pickup/truck.

These tips could help save a life:
e Wear a personal flotation device and carry a cell phone.
e Carry ice picks or a set of screwdrivers to pull yourself back on the ice if you fall through.

e If someone breaks through the ice, call 911 immediately. Rescue attempts should employ a long
pole, board, rope, blanket or snowmobile suit. If that’s not possible, throw the victim a life
jacket, empty water jug or other buoyant object. Go to the victim as a last resort, but do this by



forming a human chain where rescuers lie on the ice with each person holding the feet of the
person in front.

e To treat hypothermia, replace wet clothing with dry clothing and immediately transport victim
to a hospital.

Zone 1 Early Lion Season Closes, Late Season Opens

Mountain lion hunting during the early season in zone 1 closed Nov. 24 with six of 14 cats taken. The
late season in zone 1, with a quota of seven, runs Nov. 25 through March 31, 2014, or once the quota is
filled.

Zone 1 includes land south of ND Highway 1804 from the Montana border to the point where ND
Highway 1804 lies directly across Lake Sakakawea from ND Highway 8, crossing Lake Sakakawea then
south along ND Highway 8 to ND Highway 200, then west on ND Highway 200 to U.S. Highway 85, then
south on U.S. Highway 85 to the South Dakota border.

The mountain lion season in zone 2, which is the rest of the state outside zone 1, has no quota and is
open through March 31, 2014.

The mountain lion season is open only to North Dakota residents. A furbearer or combination license is
required.

Late-Season Hunting Opportunities End Soon

North Dakota waterfow! hunters are reminded the statewide duck and white-fronted goose seasons
close Dec. 1. However, duck hunting in the high plains unit reopens Dec. 7 and continues through Dec.
29.

In addition, the season for Canada geese closes Dec. 21, except for the Missouri River Zone, which closes
Dec. 27. Light goose hunting closes statewide Dec. 29.

Archery deer, fall turkey, sharp-tailed and ruffed grouse, partridge, pheasant and tree squirrel hunting
seasons continue through Jan. 5, 2014.
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