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Sandhill Crane Season Opens Sept. 20 

North Dakota’s sandhill crane season opens Sept. 20 and continues through Nov. 16. 

Limits are three daily and nine in possession in unit 1 (west of U.S. Highway 281), and two daily and six in 

possession in unit 2 (east of U.S. Highway 281). Shooting hours are one-half hour before sunrise to 1 

p.m. each day through Nov. 1. Beginning Nov. 2, shooting hours are extended until 2 p.m. each day. 

Hunters are urged to use caution and identify birds to prevent shooting at whooping cranes as they 

begin their fall migration. 

In addition to other licenses required, resident hunters need a $10 crane permit, while nonresidents 

need a $30 permit. Hunters can apply online, or print out a resident or nonresident application for 

mailing, at the North Dakota Game and Fish Department website, gf.nd.gov. Harvest Information 

Program certification is required. To get HIP certified, access the department’s website, or call 888-634-

4798. 

  

Deer Season for Young Hunters Opens Sept. 19 

Friday, Sept. 19 at noon signals the start of a nine-and-a-half-day deer hunting season for youth ages 12-

15. 

Licensed residents ages 12 and 13, and 11-year-olds who turn age 12 in 2014, are allowed to hunt 

statewide, but only for antlerless white-tailed deer. Resident deer gun hunters age 14 or 15, and 13-

year-olds who turn age 14 in 2014, with a “youth season” license, can hunt statewide for any deer, 

except antlerless mule deer in units 3B1, 3B2, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E and 4F. In addition, a special license is 

required to hunt antlered mule deer in those same units. 

After opening day, hunting hours are one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. Solid 

daylight fluorescent orange vests or coats, and hats are required for all young hunters and their adult 

mentors. 

Each youth deer hunter must be under direct supervision of an adult while in the field. 

In addition to the deer license, hunters must possess a general game and habitat license and hunting 

certificate. 

The youth deer season closes Sunday, Sept. 28. 

 

Youth Waterfowl Weekend is Sept. 20-21 

North Dakota’s two-day youth waterfowl season is Sept. 20-21. Legally licensed resident and 

nonresident youth waterfowl hunters age 15 and younger may hunt ducks, geese, coots and mergansers 

statewide. 

The daily bag limit and species restrictions for the youth season are the same as for regular duck and 

goose seasons. Exception: the additional two blue-winged teal allowed during the first 16 days of the 

regular season are not allowed during the youth season. 

Resident and qualifying nonresident youth waterfowl hunters must possess a general game and habitat 

http://gf.nd.gov/


license and a fishing, hunting and furbearer certificate. Nonresidents from states that do not provide a 

reciprocal licensing agreement for North Dakota residents must purchase the entire nonresident 

waterfowl license package. 

In addition, all youth hunters must be Harvest Information Program certified, and youth ages 12 and 

older need to have passed a certified hunter education course. Hunters age 15 and younger do not need 

a federal duck stamp. 

Hunters who purchase a license through the North Dakota Game and Fish Department can easily get HIP 

certified. Otherwise, hunters must call 888-634-4798, or log on to the Game and Fish website at 

gf.nd.gov, and record the HIP number on their fishing, hunting and furbearer certificate. 

Shooting hours for the youth waterfowl season are one-half hour before sunrise to sunset. An adult of at 

least 18 years of age must accompany the resident youth hunter into the field, and a licensed adult is 

required to accompany a nonresident youth hunter. The two-day weekend hunt does not count against 

a nonresident adult hunter’s 14-day regular season waterfowl dates. 

  

Youth Waterfowl Trailer Available 

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department and Ducks Unlimited co-sponsor a trailer full of waterfowl 

hunting gear that is available to families with young hunters. 

Purchased by the Game and Fish Department’s Encouraging Tomorrow’s Hunters Grant Program, the 

trailer is designed for families who don’t have the appropriate gear for their young hunters to hunt 

waterfowl. The equipment is donated by Avery Outdoors. 

Use of the trailer is free, and it is equipped with goose and duck decoys for field hunting, and two bags 

of floating duck decoys and marsh seats for hunting a wetland. 

For more information, or to reserve equipment, contact the Ducks Unlimited office in Bismarck at 701-

355-3500. 
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