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Landowners Seek Doe Hunters 

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department is currently working with 18 landowners in 14 hunting 

units across the state who would like to host hunters with antlerless deer licenses in 2014. 

Participating landowners are located in hunting units 2C, 2G2, 2I, 2J2, 2K2, 3A4, 3B3, 3C, 3D2, 3E1, 3E2, 

3F1, 4B and 4E. 

The program is not intended for buck hunters, but designed to direct hunters with antlerless licenses to 

specific areas to reduce deer populations. 

Interested hunters can get their name on a list of possible participants by accessing the Game and Fish 

Department’s website at gf.nd.gov. Hunters who do not have Internet access can call the department’s 

main office in Bismarck at 701-328-6300. 

Hunters will provide their address, hunting unit(s) where they hold valid antlerless licenses, and if using 

rifle, muzzleloader or bow. From this list the department will select the number of hunters landowners 

have agreed to host. These hunters will be sent the landowner’s name, phone number and any 

information relating to the landowner’s specific situation. 

Hunters must have a valid 2014 deer gun license – the Game and Fish Department does not provide a 

hunting license with this program. 

Not everyone who signs up will end up with a new place to hunt, because not everyone’s schedule will 

match up with a landowner’s, and more people will likely put their name on the list than there are 

openings. Currently, participating landowners have openings for about 200 doe hunters. 

North Dakota’s 2014 regular deer gun season runs from Nov. 7-23. In addition, the archery season 

extends through Jan. 4, 2015; the youth season is Sept. 19-28; and muzzleloader runs from Nov. 28 – 

Dec. 14. 

 

Teddy Roosevelt Family Day 

Families looking for a fun afternoon filled with outdoor activities are invited to attend Teddy Roosevelt 

Family Day on Sunday, Sept. 28 at McDowell Dam just east of Bismarck. 

The free event runs from 1-4 p.m. and families can come and go at any time. It features many hands-on 

activities including archery, BB gun shooting, fishing, animal identification, prizes and more. 

The first 750 kids who attend also receive a free Teddy Roosevelt patch. 

Organized by area Boy Scout, Girl Scout and 4-H organizations, Teddy Roosevelt Family Day is sponsored 

by the North Dakota Game and Fish Department, North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society, Ducks 

Unlimited, Delta Waterfowl and Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation. 

McDowell Dam is 3.5 miles east of Bismarck on ND Highway 10, then one mile north. 

http://gf.nd.gov/hunting/hunter-contact-form


 

State Record Goldeye is 4 Pounds, 3 Ounces 

A goldeye taken from Lake Audubon in July still remains a state record, even though the official weight is 

about a half pound less than originally reported. 

Initially, the weight for the big goldeye, caught by Velva angler Brayden Selzler, was determined as 4 

pounds, 12 ounces. After a follow-up investigation, North Dakota Game and Fish Department biologists 

concluded that the fish officially weighed 4 pounds, 3 ounces. 

Selzler’s goldeye still broke the previous state record by 6 ounces. 

 

Whooping Crane Migration 

Whooping cranes are in the midst of their fall migration and sightings will increase as they make their 

way through North Dakota over the next several weeks. Anyone seeing these birds as they move 

through the state is asked to report sightings so the birds can be tracked. 

Whoopers stand about five feet tall and have a wingspan of about seven feet from tip to tip. They are 

bright white with black wing tips, which are visible only when the wings are outspread. In flight they 

extend their long necks straight forward, while their long, slender legs extend out behind the tail. 

Whooping cranes typically migrate singly, or in groups of 2-3 birds, and may be associated with sandhill 

cranes. 

Other white birds such as snow geese, swans and egrets are often mistaken for whooping cranes. The 

most common misidentification is pelicans, because their wingspan is similar and they tuck their pouch 

in flight, leaving a silhouette similar to a crane when viewed from below. 

Anyone sighting whoopers should not disturb them, but record the date, time, location, and the birds' 

activity. Observers should also look closely for and report colored bands which may occur on one or 

both legs. Whooping cranes have been marked with colored leg bands to help determine their identity. 

Whooping crane sightings should be reported to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service office at Lostwood, 

701-848-2466, or Long Lake, 701-387-4397, the North Dakota Game and Fish Department in Bismarck, 

701-328-6300, or to local game wardens across the state. Reports help biologists locate important 

whooping crane habitat areas, monitor marked birds, determine survival and population numbers, and 

identify times and migration routes. 

 


