NDG&F April 6th Newsletter

Waterfowl Deaths Caused by Avian Cholera

More than 600 waterfowl carcasses discovered at Nelson Lake in Oliver County in March are a result of
avian cholera, a bacteria that is readily spread in areas where waterfowl congregate in large numbers.

Dr. Dan Grove, wildlife veterinarian for the North Dakota Game and Fish Department, said the initial
inspection on March 10 revealed the presence of primarily mallards and Canada geese, already in
varying states of decay. “Based on carcass decomposition, it looked like the onset was likely weeks
earlier,” Grove said.

Whole carcasses were shipped March 11 to the National Wildlife Health Center in Madison, Wis., for
necropsy and disease testing. The lake was surveyed a second and third time on March 11-12, when
carcasses were again collected and shipped.

“Birds were tested for multiple diseases, including avian influenza, which came back negative,” Grove
said. “Typically we do not see die-offs in wild birds from Al.”

A midwinter survey in early January had indicated 23,000 mallards and 30,675 geese on Nelson Lake,
which serves as the outflow for the Minnkota Power Plant and has open water year-around.

Dead birds on the lake have been reported at some degree over the last several years, Grove said, with
several local anglers indicating it is a frequent occurrence.

“This is one of two areas in the state with open water in winter, so waterfowl will congregate in this
area,” Grove added. “Whenever large numbers are in a confined area, the chances of a disease outbreak
increase.”

Grove encourages anyone seeing dead wildlife in large quantities to report it to the Game and Fish
Department. “We are concerned when more than a few deaths are observed in one area within a short
period of time,” he said.

Game and Fish Sponsors Earth Day Project

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department is once again celebrating Earth Day by sponsoring clean-
up days on public-owned or managed lands.

With Earth Day recognized April 22, each member of a school, Girl Scout, Boy Scout, 4-H club or youth
organization who participates in cleaning up public lands through May will receive a specifically designed
conservation patch.

Last winter the Game and Fish Department sponsored a contest for students ages 6-18 to design a North
Dakota Earth Day Patch. Winners receiving a pair of 8x42 binoculars in the three age categories were


http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/publications/fact_sheets/pdfs/cholera091102.PDF
http://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/other/earth-day

Dakota Skaro of Bismarck (6-9), Alexis Golberg of Bismarck (10-13), and Ayana Kovash of Manning (14-
18). Kovash'’s design was chosen the contest winner, and will be used on this year’s Earth Day patch.

Groups participating in the Earth Day project are encouraged to take the following precautions to
ensure safety: keep young people away from highways, lakes and rivers; and only allow older
participants to pick up broken glass.

Interested participants are asked to contact Pat Lothspeich at 328-6332 to receive a reporting form for
their project.



