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Hunting from Duck Boat Requires Safety 

Waterfowlers hunting from boats are encouraged to wear properly-fitted life jackets while on the water. 

Hunting jackets with life jackets already built in are light and comfortable to wear. In addition, wearing a 

life jacket will not only keep the overboard hunter afloat, but also slow the loss of critical body heat 

caused by exposure to cold water. 

Capsizing and falling overboard from small boats are the most common types of fatal boating accidents 

for hunters. 

Eight people have drowned in state waters since 1998 while hunting from a boat, and none were 

wearing life jackets. 

Waterfowl Hunters Reminded of ANS Regulations 

Waterfowl hunters are reminded to do their part in preventing the spread of aquatic nuisance species 

into or within North Dakota. 

Waterfowl hunters must remove plants and plant fragments from decoys, strings and anchors; remove 

plants seeds and plant fragments from waders and other equipment before leaving hunting areas; 

remove all water from decoys, boats, motors, trailers and other watercraft; and remove all aquatic 

plants from boats and trailers before leaving a marsh or lake. In addition, hunters are encouraged to 

brush their hunting dogs free of mud and seeds. 

Cattails and bulrushes may be transported as camouflage on boats. All other aquatic vegetation must be 

cleaned from boats prior to transportation into or within North Dakota. 

ANS information, including regulations, is available by visiting the North Dakota Game and Fish 

Department website, gf.nd.gov. 

PLOTS Regulations 

Out-of-state hunters are reminded that state law does not allow nonresidents to hunt on North Dakota 

Game and Fish Department owned or managed lands during the first week of pheasant season. 

Private Land Open to Sportsmen acreage and state wildlife management areas are open to hunting by 

resident hunters only from Oct. 10-16. Nonresidents, however, can still hunt those days on other state-

owned and federal lands, or private land. 

The law applies to all small game, waterfowl, furbearer and big game hunting on PLOTS and state 

wildlife management areas during the first seven days of the pheasant season. Starting Oct. 17 this year, 

nonresidents may hunt on PLOTS and WMAs as long as the appropriate season is open. 

In addition, all hunters are reminded that activities such as riding horses for hunting purposes or for 

pleasure on PLOTS require written permission from the landowner. Permission from the landowner is 

http://gf.nd.gov/ans
http://gf.nd.gov/


always required for motorized vehicle access, such as for setting decoys in a field, unless specially 

designated on the PLOTS sign. 

Also, leaving equipment or other provisions in a PLOTS area overnight, for example tress stands or 

blinds, decoys, firearms and archery equipment, trail cameras, or any type of bait used to attract big 

game animals, is not allowed without written permission from the landowner. 

 


