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Fall Mule Deer Survey Completed 

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department’s fall mule deer survey indicates that mule deer 

had another good year of fawn production. 

Biologists counted 3,003 (2,157 in 2015) mule deer in the annual aerial survey in October. The 

buck-to-doe ratio of 0.48 (0.42 in 2015) is higher than the long-term average of 0.43 bucks per 

doe, while the fawn-to-doe ratio of 0.90 (0.84 in 2015) is the same as the long-term average. 

Big game management supervisor Bruce Stillings said the mule deer population continues to 

recover nicely following the devastating winters of 2008-10, with its third consecutive year of 

fawn production near or above the long-term average. 

“This year’s good fawn production has the potential to result in a nice population increase next 

spring, depending on the severity of the winter,” Stillings said.    

The fall aerial survey, conducted specifically to study demographics, covers 24 study areas and 

306.3 square miles in western North Dakota. Biologists also survey the same study areas in the 

spring of each year to determine population abundance.  

Permit Required to Possess Dead Deer 

North Dakota Game and Fish Department enforcement personnel are issuing a reminder that a permit is 

required before taking possession of a dead deer, or any part of a dead deer such as a skull and antlers, 
found near a road or in a field. Only shed antlers can be possessed without a permit.  

Permits to possess are free and available from game wardens and local law enforcement offices.  

In addition, hunters are reminded to properly dispose of dead deer. Harvested deer cannot be left on 
the side of a roadway or in a ditch, and deer parts cannot be discarded in commercial dumpsters. 

  

 


