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2015 Deer Season Summarized 

A total of 39,470 North Dakota deer hunters took approximately 26,700 deer during the 2015 deer gun 

hunting season, according to a post-season survey conducted by the State Game and Fish Department. 

Game and Fish made available 43,275 deer gun licenses last year. Overall hunter success was 68 
percent, with each hunter spending an average of 4.3 days in the field.  

Hunter success for antlered white-tailed deer was 70 percent, and antlerless whitetail was 64 percent. 

Mule deer buck success was 86 percent. No mule deer doe licenses were issued in 2015.  

Hunters with any-antlered or any-antlerless licenses generally harvest white-tailed deer, as these 

licenses are predominantly in units with mostly whitetails. Buck hunters had a success rate of 75 
percent, while doe hunters had a success rate of 67 percent. 

A total of 826 muzzleloader licenses were issued in 2015, and 745 hunters that participated harvested 

348 white-tailed deer (194 antlered, 154 antlerless). Hunter success was 47 percent, with each hunter 
spending an average of 5.9 days in the field. 

A record 25,703 archery licenses (23,710 resident, 1,993 nonresident) were issued in 2015. In total, 

21,680 bow hunters harvested 7,527 deer (6,777 whitetails, 750 mule deer), for a success rate of 35 

percent. Bucks accounted for 75 percent of the deer harvested with a bow. Archers spent an average of 
10.7 days afield. 

In addition, 4,004 youth licenses were issued in 2015. During the youth season, 3,487 hunters harvested 

1,832 deer (393 bucks, 1,439 does). Hunter success was 52 percent, and each hunter spent an average 

of 2.9 days in the field. Youth hunters in the regular deer gun season harvested an additional 240 deer 
(196 bucks, 44 does) for an overall success rate of 59 percent.  

The department is in the process of determining recommendations for licenses in the 2016 deer 
proclamation. The proclamation will be sent to the governor’s office for approval in late April. 

In addition to harvest rates and winter aerial surveys, the department monitors a number of other 

population indices to determine license numbers, including depredation reports, hunter observations, 

input at advisory board meetings, and comments from the public, landowners and department field 
staff.  

 

Scholarships Available for Students 

The North Dakota Game Wardens Association, Ray Goetz Memorial Fund and Kupper Chevrolet are 

providing $1,600 in scholarships to a graduating high school senior or current higher education student, 
majoring in fisheries, wildlife management or law enforcement. 



Applicants must be North Dakota residents, and have maintained a 3.25 grade point average. The 
scholarship will be awarded this fall upon proof of enrollment.  

Applications are available by contacting the North Dakota Game Warden’s Association, P.O. Box 3581, 

Minot, ND 58702; or by email at btupdike@nd.gov. Applications must be postmarked no later than May 
9, 2016.   

  

Game and Fish Sponsors Earth Day Project 

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department is once again celebrating Earth Day by sponsoring clean-
up days on public-owned or managed lands. 

With Earth Day recognized April 22, each member of a school, Girl Scout, Boy Scout, 4-H club or youth 

organization who participates in cleaning up public lands through May will receive a specifically designed 
conservation patch. 

Last winter the Game and Fish Department sponsored a contest for students ages 6-18 to design a North 

Dakota Earth Day Patch. Winners in the three age categories were Emmery Wheeling of Crosby (6-9), 

Lauren Horter of Grafton (10-13), and Catalina Teuber of Fargo (14-18). Teuber’s design was chosen the 

contest winner, and will be used on this year’s Earth Day patch. 

Groups participating in the Earth Day project are encouraged to take the following precautions to 

ensure safety: keep young people away from highways, lakes and rivers; and only allow older 
participants to pick up broken glass. 

Interested participants are asked to contact Pat Lothspeich at 328-6332 to receive a reporting form for 

their project. 
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