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Sportsman Against Hunger Accepting Goose Meat 

The North Dakota Community Action Sportsmen Against Hunger program is accepting donations of 

goose meat taken during the early Canada goose season. In addition, the program will accept Canada 

and light (snow, blue and Ross’s) goose donations during the regular waterfowl season. 

Similar to last year, hunters can bring in their goose meat to participating processors after removing the 

breast meat from the birds at home. Or, hunters may also deliver geese directly from the field to a 

processor, but identification such as the wing or head must remain attached to the bird until in 

possession of the processor. 

For a list of participating processors in North Dakota, visit the North Dakota Community Action website 

at www.capnd.org. 

Breast meat brought from home without a wing or head attached to the meat must be accompanied by 

written information that includes the hunter’s name, address, signature, hunting license number, date 

taken and species and number taken. Information forms are also available at the Game and Fish website 

at gf.nd.gov/sah. 

Hunters will also fill out a brief form so that processors can keep a record on donated goose meat, the 

same as is required for processing any other type of wild game meat. 

Since no goose carcasses or feathers are allowed inside processing facilities, hunters must be able to 

ensure proper disposal and clean-up of carcasses. 

  

Duck Brood Numbers Up from Last Year 

State Game and Fish Department biologists expect a fall duck flight from North Dakota that is similar to 

last year, based on observations from the annual mid-July waterfowl production survey. 

This year’s brood index came in at 3.89 broods per square mile, which is up 11 percent from last year. 

The statewide average since the survey began in the 1950s is 2.55 broods per square mile. 

Observers also count water areas during the summer survey, and this year’s water index was 35 percent 

higher than last year. Because of abundant rains in many parts of North Dakota since late May, Game 

and Fish migratory game bird management supervisor Mike Szymanski said summer wetland conditions 

are improved over spring conditions. 

“It was fairly dry when we did our spring survey, but after that we started to get some good rains that 

helped improve late nesting and renesting efforts,” Szymanski said. “Wetlands were drying up quickly 

this spring, but then the rains came. The heavy, often localized rainfall helped keep brood habitat on the 

map into late summer in many areas.” 

Game and Fish biologists conduct a separate survey in September to assess wetland conditions heading 

into the waterfowl hunting seasons. 

http://www.capnd.org/
https://gf.nd.gov/hunting/sah


Mallards, gadwall and blue-winged teal are the top three duck species that nest in North Dakota, and 

together they accounted for nearly 80 percent of the broods observed in the summer survey. Mallard 

brood numbers were up about 15 percent from last year, gadwalls were up about 28 percent, and blue-

winged teal broods were down about 5 percent. Blue-winged teal are typically the most prevalent 

breeding duck in North Dakota. 

The Game and Fish summer duck brood survey involves 18 routes that cover all sectors of the state 

except west and south of the Missouri River. Biologists count and classify duck broods and water areas 

within 220 yards on each side of the road. 

The survey started in the late 1950s, and all routes used today have been in place since 1965. 

 

Hunters Reminded of Big Game Transport Rules 

Big game hunters are reminded of requirements for transporting deer, elk and moose carcasses and 

carcass parts into and within North Dakota as a precaution against the possible spread of chronic 

wasting disease. 

Hunters harvesting a big game animal this fall in North Dakota deer unit 3F2 cannot transport a carcass 

containing the head and spinal column outside of the unit unless it’s taken to a meat processor within 

five days of the harvest date. The head can be removed from the carcass and transported outside of the 

unit if it is to be submitted to the North Dakota Game and Fish Department for CWD surveillance 

purposes, or to a licensed taxidermist. 

If the deer is processed in the field to boned meat, and the hunter wants to leave the head in the field, 

the head must be legally tagged and the hunter must be able to return to or give the exact location of 

the head if requested for verification.  

In addition, hunting big game over bait is prohibited in deer units 3C west of the Missouri River, 3E1, 

3E2, 3F1 and 3F2. 

Hunters are prohibited from transporting into or within North Dakota the whole carcass, or certain 

carcass parts, of deer, elk, moose or other members of the cervid family from areas within states and 

provinces with documented occurrences of CWD in wild populations, or from farmed cervid operations 

within states and provinces that have had farmed cervids diagnosed with CWD. Only the following 

portions of the carcass can be transported: 

 Meat that is cut and wrapped either commercially or privately. 

 Quarters or other portions of meat with no part of the spinal column or head attached. 

 Meat that has been boned out. 

 Hides with no heads attached. 

 Clean (no meat or tissue attached) skull plates with antlers attached. 

 Antlers with no meat or tissue attached. 



 Upper canine teeth, also known as buglers, whistlers or ivories. 

 Finished taxidermy heads. 

Hunters should refer to the 2016-17 CWD proclamation on the Game and Fish Department’s website, 

gf.nd.gov, for game management units, equivalent wildlife management units, or counties in other 

states that have had free-ranging deer, moose or elk diagnosed with CWD. Importation of harvested elk, 

white-tailed deer, mule deer, moose or other cervids from listed areas are restricted.  

 

Youth Outdoor Festival Sept. 1 in Minot 

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department, local wildlife clubs and other sponsors will usher 

youngsters into fall during the annual Youth Outdoor Festival in Minot. 

The event is Thursday, Sept. 1 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Game and Fish Conservation and 

Outdoors Skills Park on the grounds of the North Dakota State Fair. 

Young outdoor enthusiasts will experience a number of activities, including archery, fishing, 

waterfowl and upland game. Prizes will be awarded and food is provided. 

For more information, contact Game and Fish outreach biologist Greg Gullickson at 701-720-

1640. 

 

https://gf.nd.gov/hunting/proclamations

