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Motorists Warned to Watch for Deer 

Motorists are reminded to watch for deer along roadways this time of year because juvenile animals are 

dispersing from their home ranges. 

October through early December is the peak period for deer-vehicle accidents. Motorists are advised to 

slow down and exercise caution after dark to reduce the likelihood of encounters with deer along 

roadways. Most deer-vehicle accidents occur primarily at dawn and dusk when deer are most often 

moving around. 

Motorists should be aware of warning signs signaling deer are in the area. When you see one deer cross 

the road, look for a second or third deer to follow. Also, pay attention on roadways posted with Deer 

Crossing Area caution signs. 

Deer-vehicle accidents are at times unavoidable. If an accident does happen, motorists are reminded 

that a law passed by the 2013 state legislature eliminates the need for the driver involved in an accident 

to notify law enforcement authorities, if only the vehicle is damaged. Deer-vehicle accidents that involve 

personal injury or other property damage still must be reported. 

In addition, a permit is still required to take parts or the whole carcass of a road-killed deer. Permits are 

free and available from game wardens and local law enforcement offices. 

A few precautions can minimize chances of injury or property damage in a deer-vehicle crash. 

 Always wear your seat belt. 

 Don’t swerve or take the ditch to avoid hitting a deer. Try to brake as much as possible and stay 

on the roadway. Don’t lose control of your vehicle or slam into something else to miss the deer. 

You risk less injury by hitting the deer. 

 If you spot deer ahead, slow down immediately and honk your horn. 

  

Hunting from Duck Boats Requires Safety 

Waterfowlers hunting from boats are encouraged to wear properly-fitted life jackets while on the water. 

Hunting jackets with life jackets already built in are light and comfortable to wear. In addition, wearing a 

life jacket will not only keep the overboard hunter afloat, but also slow the loss of critical body heat 

caused by exposure to cold water. 

Capsizing and falling overboard from small boats are the most common types of fatal boating accidents 

for hunters. 

Eight people have drowned in state waters since 1998 while hunting from a boat, and none were 

wearing life jackets.  



PLOTS Regulations 

Out-of-state hunters are reminded that state law does not allow nonresidents to hunt on North Dakota 

Game and Fish Department owned or managed lands during the first week of pheasant season. 

Private Land Open to Sportsmen acreage and state wildlife management areas are open to hunting by 

resident hunters only from Oct. 8-14. Nonresidents, however, can still hunt those days on other state-

owned and federal lands, or private land. 

The law applies to all small game, waterfowl, furbearer and big game hunting on PLOTS and state 

wildlife management areas during the first seven days of the pheasant season. Starting Oct. 15 this year, 

nonresidents may hunt on PLOTS and WMAs as long as the appropriate season is open. 

In addition, all hunters are reminded that activities such as riding horses for hunting purposes or for 

pleasure on PLOTS require written permission from the landowner. Permission from the landowner is 

always required for motorized vehicle access, such as for setting decoys in a field, unless specially 

designated on the PLOTS sign. 

Also, leaving equipment or other provisions in a PLOTS area overnight, for example tree stands or blinds, 

decoys, firearms and archery equipment, trail cameras, or any type of bait used to attract big game 

animals, is not allowed without written permission from the landowner. 

 


