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Spring Turkey Season set

The state Game and Fish Department is offering 6,640 wild turkey licenses for the spring hunting season,
down 495 from 2009. The 7 percent decrease is a result of poor turkey production in the badlands units
of western North Dakota.

The number of hunting units is reduced from 29 to 22, after several smaller units in the eastern part of
the state were combined into larger units. The number of units and unit boundaries now coincides with
the fall season.

Unit 21 (most of Hettinger and Adams counties) will remain closed in 2010 due to lack of turkeys in the
unit.

Successful spring turkey applicants must purchase a 2010-11 hunting license, as last year’s 2009-10
licenses expire March 31. In addition to the spring turkey license, hunters must have a fishing, hunting
and furbearer certificate, and a general game and habitat license. Also, hunters ages 16 and older must
possess a small game license, or combination license.

First-time spring turkey hunters ages 15 or younger are eligible to receive one spring license valid for the
regular hunting season in a specific unit. To be eligible, the youth hunter must be 15 or younger on
opening day of spring turkey season, and have never received a spring turkey license in North Dakota.
Spring turkey applicants can apply online, or print an application, at the Game and Fish Department
website, gf.nd.gov. Applications can also be submitted by calling (800) 406-6409.

Application forms will also be available by Jan. 29 at most license vendors, county auditors and Game
and Fish offices. The deadline for applying is Feb. 10. Online or phone applications must be logged
before midnight that day.

Spring turkey licenses are available only to North Dakota residents. The spring turkey season opens April
10 and continues through May 16.

North Dakota Earth Day Patch Contest

The state Game and Fish Department’s annual Earth Day awareness campaign is accepting entries for
design of a 2010 Earth Day patch. North Dakota students ages 6-18 are eligible to participate. The
deadline to submit entries is March 15.

The Game and Fish Department will award a $75 savings bond to the winner in three age categories — 6-
9, 10-13, and 14-18. The final patch design will be chosen from the three winners.

The winning design will be used on a patch given to members of Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, 4-H clubs and
any school who participate in Earth Day cleanup projects on state-owned or managed lands in North
Dakota in April and May.

The patch should incorporate some aspect of Earth Day — celebrated April 22 — or keeping North Dakota
clean. It must be round and three inches in diameter. There is a limit of five colors on the patch, and
lettering must be printed. Name, address, age and phone number of the contestant must be clearly



printed on the entry form. Only one entry per person is allowed.

Earth Day entry and reporting forms are available on the Game and Fish Department’s website,
gf.nd.gov. For more information, contact Pat Lothspeich or Bill Jensen by e-mail at ndgf@nd.gov, or call
(701) 328-6300.
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