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Identification Required on Unoccupied Fish Houses 

Anglers kept off North Dakota lakes last winter because of record snowfall are finding access to frozen 

waters much easier so far this year. 

Robert Timian, enforcement chief for the North Dakota Game and Fish Department, said many anglers 

are taking advantage of this year’s improved travel conditions. “There already has been a flurry of ice 

fishing activity, especially in the eastern half of the state,” Timian said. “With that said, anglers need to 

be reminded that unoccupied fish houses left on the ice must be identified.” 

Timian said if a fish house is left unattended, the owner’s name, and either address or telephone 

number, must be displayed on the outside with letters or numbers of at least three inches in height. 

“Even though fish houses in North Dakota are not required to be licensed, most people know that 

identification is required on unoccupied fish houses,” Timian said. “But some winter anglers who are 

using houses for the first time aren’t aware of the regulation.” 

Any unoccupied fish house left on the ice without having proper identification may be removed by the 

department, Timian said. “In addition to a citation, the owner may be held responsible for the cost of 

the removal,” he added. 

 

Muzzleloader and Sagen Saw Winners Notified in January 

Deer hunters who participated in the Hunter-Harvested Surveillance program during the 2009 hunting 

season and were drawn for a muzzleloader or Sagen Saw will be notified by the North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department in early January. 

Dr. Dan Grove, wildlife veterinarian, said names for five muzzleloaders and 100 Sagen Saws were 

randomly drawn. “We are in the process of contacting the winners of the muzzleloaders directly, while 

the winners of the Sagen Saws will be notified by mail,” he said. 

During the 2009 hunting season more than 3,200 deer, elk and moose were sampled for chronic wasting 

disease and bovine tuberculosis. Samples will be submitted to labs in Minnesota and Michigan in early 

January, and results will be returned by spring. 


