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Landowners Seek Doe Hunters 

North Dakota Game and Fish Department big game biologist Bill Jensen is currently working with 33 

landowners in 20 hunting units across the state who would like to host antlerless deer hunters in 2010. 

“The current list of landowners has more than 400 openings for doe hunters,” Jensen said. “We will 

continue to add landowners and doe hunters over the next several months, and by time the season is 

over with we could match more than 500 antlerless deer hunters with perhaps 40 landowners.” 

Landowners currently participating in 2010 are located in hunting units 2C, 2D, 2G2, 2I, 2J2, 2K2, 3A2, 

3A4, 3B3, 3D1, 3D2, 3E1, 3E2, 3F1, 3F2, 4A, 4B, 4D, 4E and 4F.  

“The program is designed to direct antlerless hunters to specific areas to reduce deer depredation 

problems in the future,” Jensen said. “It is not intended for buck hunters.” 

The Game and Fish Department first started working with landowners in developing a contact list in 

2006, and the program has been very successful, Jensen said. “In fact, several landowners have now 

dropped out of the program because they have either gotten on top of their depredation problems 

and/or developed solid relationships with hunters over the past few years that they now welcome them 

back every year,” he added. “This is how we intended it to work.” 

Interested hunters can get their name on a list of possible participants by accessing the Game and Fish 

Department’s Hunter Contact List. Hunters who do not have Internet access can call the department’s 

main office in Bismarck at (701) 328-6300. 

Hunters will provide their address, hunting unit(s) where they hold valid antlerless licenses, and if using 

rifle, muzzleloader or bow. From this list the department will select the number of hunters landowners 

have agreed to host. These hunters will be sent the landowner’s name, phone number and any 

information relating to the landowner’s specific situation.  

Not everyone who signs up will end up with a new place to hunt, Jensen said, because not everyone’s 

schedule will match up with a landowner’s, and more people will likely put their name on the list than 

there are openings with landowners. 

North Dakota’s 2010 regular deer gun season runs from Nov. 5-21. In addition, the archery season 

extends from Sept. 3 through Jan. 2, 2011; the youth season is from Sept. 17-26; and muzzleloader runs 

from Nov. 26 – Dec. 12. 

Avian Influenza Surveillance Continues 

State and federal wildlife agencies will continue to test wild birds for early detection of highly 

pathogenic strains of avian influenza. 

http://gf.nd.gov/gnfapps/huntercontact/


A total of 200 samples from live birds will be taken through September in conjunction with duck banding 

efforts, and 400 samples from hunter-harvested ducks will be collected in September and October. 

Hunters may be asked if their ducks can be sampled by an employee with the North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Wildlife Services. 

Sampling only takes a few minutes and does not damage birds. 

In addition, morbidity and mortality surveillance of any unusual bird die-offs or illnesses will continue 

through October. 

Avian influenza testing efforts began nationwide in 2006, and all samples for the highly pathogenic 

H5N1 subtype have tested negative. 

Swan Hunt Lottery Held, Licenses Remain 

North Dakota’s swan lottery has been held and more than 450 licenses remain. Only hunters who do not 

have a swan license for the 2010 season can apply, as regulations limit hunters to one license per year. 

First-come, first-served licenses can be purchased online at the North Dakota Game and Fish 

Department website, gf.nd.gov. Hunters may also request an application by calling the department’s 

Bismarck office at (701) 328-6300. 

The statewide tundra swan hunting season is Oct. 2 – Jan. 2, 2011. North Dakota residents and 

nonresidents are eligible to apply. The fee is $5 for residents and $25 for nonresidents. 

2010 Waterfowl Regulations Set 

North Dakota’s 2010 waterfowl season has been set, with season details similar to last year. The only 

significant changes are an increase in the limit on pintails, and elimination of one waterfowl rest area. 

Opening day for North Dakota residents is Sept. 25 for ducks, geese, coots and mergansers. 

Nonresidents may begin hunting waterfowl in North Dakota Oct. 2. 

Hunters may take six ducks per day with the following restrictions: five mallards of which two may be 

hens, three wood ducks, two scaup, two redheads, two pintails (an increase of one from last year) and 

one canvasback. For ducks, the possession limit is twice the daily limit. 

The daily limit of five mergansers may include no more than two hooded mergansers. 

The waterfowl rest area five miles north and six miles west of McClusky in Sheridan County has been 

eliminated. In addition, the waterfowl rest area two miles north of Noonan in Divide County will be 

closed to all small game hunting. Last year it was closed only to waterfowl hunting. 

The hunting season for Canada geese in the Missouri River zone will close Dec. 31, while the remainder 

of the state will close Dec. 23. The season for whitefronts closes Dec. 5, while the season on light geese 

is open through Dec. 31. Shooting hours for all geese are one-half hour before sunrise to 1 p.m. each day 

through Nov. 6. Beginning Nov. 7, shooting hours are extended until 2 p.m. each day. 



Extended shooting hours for all geese are permitted from one-half hour before sunrise to sunset on 

Saturdays and Wednesdays through Nov. 28, and on Saturdays, Sundays and Wednesdays from Dec. 1 

through the end of each season.  

The daily bag limit for Canada geese during the regular season is three, with six in possession. The daily 

limit on whitefronts is two with four in possession, and light goose is 20 daily, with no possession limit. 

The special youth waterfowl hunting season is Sept. 18-19. Legally licensed residents and nonresidents 

15 years of age or younger can hunt ducks, coots, mergansers and geese statewide. Youth hunters must 

have a general game and habitat license and a fishing, hunting and furbearer certificate. A licensed adult 

at least 18 years of age must accompany the youth hunter into the field. The daily bag limit and species 

restrictions for the youth season are the same as for regular duck and goose seasons. 

Nonresidents have the option of buying either a statewide waterfowl license or one with zone 

restrictions. Nonresidents who designate zones 1 or 2 may hunt that zone for only one seven-day period 

during the season. Nonresident hunters, who chose to hunt in zone 1 or 2 and wish to use the full 14 

consecutive days allowed, must use the other seven days in zone 3. Hunters in zone 3 can hunt that 

zone the entire 14 days. 

In accordance with state law, nonresidents are not allowed to hunt on North Dakota Game and Fish 

Department wildlife management areas or conservation PLOTS (Private Land Open To Sportsmen) areas 

from Oct. 9-15. 

All migratory bird hunters, including waterfowl, must register with the Harvest Information Program 

prior to hunting. Hunters purchasing a license from the Game and Fish Department can easily get a HIP 

number. Otherwise, hunters must call (888) 634-4798, or log on to the Game and Fish website at 

gf.nd.gov, provide the registration information, and record the HIP number on their fishing, hunting and 

furbearer certificate. Those who HIP registered to hunt this spring’s light goose season do not have to 

register again, as it is required only once per year. 

Hunters should refer to the 2010 North Dakota Waterfowl Hunting Guide, available in early 

September,for further details on the waterfowl season. 

 

http://gf.nd.gov/regulations/waterfowl/index.html

