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 The North Dakota Hunter Educators Association 

of 2010 is not the same association I joined many years 

ago or even served as president of in 2006. There have 

been so many areas of growth. A past member returning 

after a couple years absence might not know they are in 

the same group except for the name. The biggest change 

has been introduced by former board member Leland 

Bratlie to take kids on mentored hunts. Unlike our 

federal government, Lee even proposed the method for 

paying for the idea through an antelope tag raffle. The 

raffle idea was so profound the legislators mandated the 

Game and Fish Department to investigate and fund 

mentored programs.  

 There is no way you will ever convince me that 

the NDHEA idea was not the spark that started such 

successful debate in the Natural Resources Committees 

of the State Legislature. 

 Now we need to capitalize on a great idea by 

expanding the mentored hunts and family shoots so we 

can recruit new hunters, conservationists and shooting 

sports enthusiasts. Without hunters and shooting sports 

there will be no wildlife, no quiet places, and little 

conservation of soil or water resources. ñTree Huggers,ò 

ñenvironmental wackos,ò ñgreeniesò or whatever term 

you choose, and hunters are all after the same broad 

goal. As hunter educators we try to provide the training 

to make sure the hunter is an ethical, responsible, 

informed and safe person. We want all people to enjoy 

the outdoors, to respect life and wild things, to respect 

others, and to act ethically, responsibly and safely. 

 Many bad things can happen with guns, bows, 

and knives. It is YOU, the educator, that gives your best 

and continues to improve our organization's teaching 

abilities and skills to prevent those incidences. I 

commend you for doing what you do and making the 

commitment to do it voluntarily with all the energy you 

can muster. It is easy to lead a group of such individuals. 

 I hope you will use this newsletter to share ideas, 

concepts, methods or whatever, to improve all of our 

instructional abilities. Just send your written 

contributions to Terry Fasteen, the newsletter chairman. 

 Please let others around the state know what 

works for you in the classroom. Do not assume everyone 

can teach as well as you do. I confess I have lots to learn 

and my students will be the benefactors of your sharing. 

 

    Rodney OôClair, President 

 

Board of Directors and District Representatives  

reorganizational meeting. 
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 A recap of the past year saw a number of changes 

and growth for NDHEA.  

 

¶ Membership has increased above 225.  
¶ We have increased the number of Life Members. 

¶ More people are actively involved in promoting 

shooting events and mentored hunts.  

  

 Much of this growth can be attributed to the 

tireless work that some individuals have put into this 

organization. Just like the Energizer Bunny, Terry 

Fasteen just keeps going, and going, and going. Rodney 

OôClair has now taken the reins and leads our 

organization to further the vision that he and others had a 

few years back to grow this organization. There are those 

like Leland Bratlie who are no longer on the Board, but 

they continue to contribute their talents on 

subcommittees.  

 A number of board members continue to serve 

after having served for numerous years already. I have to 

stop here because there are too many to name, but I 

would like to thank those officers that stood by me during 

the past year and helped to promote the mission of 

NDHEA. My Thanks go to Clint Baxter our treasurer, 

Curt Walen our vice president who served as secretary 

last year, and to Terry Fasteen our past president last 

year, and lastly to Rod OôClair who now serves as our 

president. I also was blessed with a very supportive and 

reflective board. Your help and guidance is deeply 

appreciated. 

 I hope to be able to continue to help further the 

NDHEA mission and ask that each of you do your best to 

do the same. At this time, I ask you to please help support 

the activities of this organization by volunteering your 

time. Also, ticket sales are extremely important for us to 

be able to do all of the things we have worked so hard to 

accomplish. Please get out and do your best to promote 

NDHEA through sales of the raffle tickets. 

  

Dale Patrick, Past President 

 Itôs been a long winter for our family; lack of ice 

for fishing in November, snow starting in December, 

freezing in January with the snow now building up to the 

potential for another major flood. So why do we stay 

here? Well, for me itôs the changing of each season, the 

abundance of game for hunting and the fishing 

opportunities that make this winter transition time easier 

to live with.  

 I want to thank everyone who has helped over the 

last four years served on the executive board. Without the 

advice, suggested course of action and words of 

encouragement, it might not have been as productive or 

as enjoyable. The mentorship program is moving forward 

nicely, but to make it even better, could use more than the 

25 people that participated in the field events this past 

year. The contributions and fund raising efforts from 

everyone is second to none not only on enthusiasm, but 

also opportunities raised.  

 I had the opportunity to co-chair and participate in 

a raccoon hunting adventure in the Fort Ransom area in 

August with my brother, members of the ND Coon 

Hunters Association, 26 young hunters, and their parents 

and relatives for an afternoon of shooting, education, and 

several hours in the pitch dark chasing raccoons. The 

smiles on the faces of those kids and their parents was 

worth every minute spent traveling and attending 

meetings, hosting tickets sales, listening to those who 

scoffed at the Associations goals. It brought back the 

memoires of my sonôs first hunts, their successes and 

watching them on their own. 

 Welcome back to Leland Bratlie who has taken on 

the Mentored Hunt Committee again this year. Thanks to 

Dale Patrick last yearôs president for his effort and 

welcome to new Secretary Jean Oster of West Fargo for 

her commitment to the organization. 

 I am looking for the return of the snow geese this 

spring and walleyes in the river. Thanks for all of the 

assistance during the past four years and the opportunities 

your efforts provide for the others. 

 

Terry Fasteen 

February Report 

Past Presidentôs Message 



 3 

 

  
 A long time friend of NDHEA 

has passed following our gathering this 

year and we request that you please keep 

Duaneôs family in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

 Duane Scott Tollefson, 63, 

Bismarck, husband, father and 

grandfather, died peacefully in his sleep 

on Feb. 19, 2010. Services were held at 1 p.m. Thursday, 

Feb. 25, at Trinity Lutheran Church, Bismarck.  

 Duane was born Feb. 21, 1946, in Bismarck, the son 

of Ernie and DeLores (Seele) Tollefson. He was raised and 

graduated from Regent High School in 1964. Duane 

attended Dickinson State University. He joined the Navy in 

1965 and served as a sonar tech on the USS Bronstein. He 

was a member of the U.S. Naval Drum and Bugle Corp and 

Fargo American Legion Gouchos. Following discharge 

from the Navy in 1969, he attended NDSU in Fargo where 

he met his future wife of 40 years. Duane and Judith Rose 

Keepers were married on Nov. 7, 1970, in Fargo. 

 In 1970, Duane and Judi moved to Minneapolis, 

where he worked for Minnesota Linseed Oil Co. In 1972, 

they moved to Robinson where he worked for Whitman 

Construction Co. As a third generation carpenter, he started 

Tollefson Construction Co. which operated form 1975 to 

1991. Robinson is where Duane and Judi made their home 

and raised their family. He was a Kidder Co. Deputy Sheriff 

for many years there. Later, the family moved to Bismarck 

where Duane worked for Recreational Supply Co., 

Industrial Enterprise Inc. and Larryôs Electric. 

Duane was a 30-year hunter safety instructor, served on the 

board of Robinson Public Schools, a member of Robinson 

Lions and Bethany Lutheran Church where he was a 

Sunday school teacher. He was also a member of the Tuttle, 

Regent and Bismarck VFW Clubs, Pheasants Forever, NRA 

and Hogs Motorcycle Assoc. 

 Duane had an abundance of hobbies and thoroughly 

enjoyed each of them, Arrowhead hunting, wild and upland 

game hunting, fishing, snowmobiling, coin and gun 

collecting, restoring vintage cars, metal detecting, and his 

beloved Harley Davidson bike. 

 In Duane and Judiôs union, they were blessed with 

six children ð Leah (Doug) Anderson, Gladstone, Laurie 

(Tom) Tollefson, Circle Pines, Minn., LaVonne (Donavan) 

Hoffer, Bismarck, Loren (Andrea) Tollefson, Chander, 

Ariz., Lance (Lindsay) Tollefson, Bismarck, and Larry 

(Katrina) Tollefson, Fargo. The greatest joy in his life was 

his grandchildren, Anthony, Aaron and Austin Anderson, 

Cooper Hamm, Tristen and Taylor Hoffer, Graham 

Tollefson and twin boys due in April, Hannah, Lexi and 

Cali Tollefson and Brooke and Brody Tollefson. He is also 

survived by his mother, DeLores Tollefson, Mesa, Ariz.; 

and his sisters, Diane Wilhelm, Wickenburg, Ariz., and 

Joan Swallow, Mesa. Duane was preceded in death by his 

father, Ernie Tollefson in 1991. 

 Go to www.parkwayfuneral.com to share memories 

of Duane and sign the online guest book. 

  

 

 Todd Foss, 55, of Fargo, 

ND, died Thursday, February 25, 

2010, in Fargo. Todd was born 

January 23, 1955, in Fargo, North 

Dakota, to G. Alan and Janet 

(Schwer) Foss. He graduated from 

Fargo South in 1973. Todd 

attended University of North 

Dakota receiving an accounting 

degree in 1976 and a law degree in 1979. While in 

college, he was a member of Alpha Tau Omega social 

fraternity. After law school, Todd had a wonderful 

opportunity to practice law with his father for five years 

at the law firm of Van Osdel, Foss and Miller in Fargo. In 

1984, he joined the Stefanson Law Firm in Moorhead, 

MN, eventually becoming a partner with Randolph E. 

Stefanson and Dan Plambeck. He practiced law in North 

Dakota and Minnesota.  

 Todd married Lana Breunig on August 27, 1983, 

at St. Anthonyôs of Padua Catholic Church in Fargo. 

Todd and Lana shared 26 beautiful years of marriage 

raising their children, Colby and Dana.  

 Todd enjoyed following his childrenôs dance and 

theatrical activities and had a passion for hunting. Todd 

was a hunting safety instructor for 20 years. He was 

member of the Nativity Knights of Columbus and 

Southwest Fargo Optimist Club. He also served on the 

board of directors for Gooseberry Park Players, Sandhills 

Archers and Red River Human Services Foundation. He 

served as a volunteer for the Destination Imagination and 

Trollwood Performing Arts programs.  

 Todd is survived by his wife, Lana; his son Colby, 

Broomfield, CO; his daughter, Dana, who attends the 

University of Mary in Bismarck, ND; his mother, Janet 

Foss of Fargo, ND; his brother, John (Brigitte) Foss, 

Colorado Springs, CO; his sister, Julie (Myron) 

Rothstein, Plymouth, MN. He is preceded in death by his 

father, G. Alan Foss. Memorial Service: Monday, March 

1, 2010, at 2:30 PM, at Nativity Catholic Church, Fargo, 

ND Please remember Toddôs family in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

In Memory of Dear Friends  
Duane Tollefson 

Todd Foss 

http://www.parkwayfuneral.com/
http://www.bismarcktribune.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/article_16a6ed60-1e78-11df-b556-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.bismarcktribune.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/article_16a6ed60-1e78-11df-b556-001cc4c03286.html
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DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVEôS NEWS 
DISTRICT #3  

 

 I just finished blowing the snow out of the driveway for the umpteenth time this year and now to more important 

things. The status of the shooting sports has been in my tired little mind of late. It appears that the shooting sports are 

alive and doing very well in North Dakota. The new indoor ranges in Minot and Bismarck are prime examples. I have yet 

to visit them but hear they are great facilities. Here in Rolla, I have access to a small indoor range operated by the Turtle 

Mountain Rifle and Pistol Club. I know that because I just made a new sign for the door. We shoot bullôs-eye pistol and 

light rifle in the Gateway and Bottineau paper leagues. It is also available for live fire for our hunter education classes. We 

also have a small trap range for the warmer months and shoot in a paper league with surrounding communities. I know 

that too because Iôm the scoring secretary. Maybe Iôm just lucky, but year round shooting opportunities are great! I always 

emphasis in hunter education classes that you can shoot a ton of ammo and nothing dies if you donôt want it to.  

 

Darwin Buchloz 

 

DISTRICT #4  

 

Hello District 4!! 

 

 My name is Don Meyer and I was elected as your district representative at the annual conference held in Bismarck 

this February. If you have any concerns or needs for putting on classes feel free to contact me. We will try and get the 

items and/or instructors to your area. 

 The Conference was a success, and hats off to Jon for putting it together. Jon gave the district representatives a 

proto type of the new manual for Instructors to "critique" so ask your areaôs representative to look at a copy and see hoe 

you like it. In paging through it appears to be user friendly. 

 If you have any news worthy item you want on our NDHEA web site, contact Terry Fasteen or myself and we will 

try to get it on there for you. Our association now has over 220 members. This is great!! Our raffle tickets are now out and 

if you need any to sell, again contact me and I will get some out to you. Remember the proceeds are going to several great 

causes such as mentored hunts, family fun shoots, and advertising around the State for safe hunting practices. As an 

association we can make a difference in the hunting accidents through our project while supporting the sport we all enjoy 

soooooo much!!! 

 Our organization continues to grow stronger because of the diversity of our members. Each and every one of us 

contributes and our organization is stronger because of it. Family Fun shoots are being planned across the State and help 

is needed at each event. Missouri Valley has been a great participant in these events providing weapons and personnel to 

help run the events. Contact myself or Dale Patrick when you are planning to have a shoot and we will help with the paper 

work that needs to be filled out so the event will be insured through our organization. I tentatively scheduled a shoot for 

June 26 but may have to schedule it a week earlier depending on range availability. I will keep you posted. Keep an eye 

on our web site for dates and times of other activities you may be wanting to attend. The web site is more user friendly 

and even I can get on and look up information!!! 

 Again, keep the lines of communication opened and have a safe and fun spring season. Yes, it is on the way!! 

 

Don Meyer 

 

DISTRICT #5 

 

 Hello. After having a good conference, I hope everybody is excited and geared up for classes this year. There is 

now one in Zap, one will start in Beulah at the end of March and I believe one will start at end of August. I don't know of 

any others but if you need some assistance or supplies, please let me know.  

 The upcoming board meetings will be: April 10th, July 17th, and Oct 16th at 12 Noon (Central Time) in Bismarck 

at the G&F bldg. If you are interested and want to come please do. We are here for you. 

 As I was reminded, I will remind those of you who have not sent me your list of NDHEA and G&F equipment. 

Please do so as we would like to finish that project and know what we have out there. Especially in case something was 

(Continued on page 5) 
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stolen or lost or broke. 

 Also, remember to put on your calendar about the state fair and helping out with the pathway to hunting. The 

annual Instructor Shoot at Zap is on August 7th from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. (Central Time) with a steak supper following the 

shoot. Mark your calendar! 

 I hope the winter is short and not much more snowfall. I, for one am tired of shoveling. Glad my neighbor bought 

a new, big, powerful snow blower. 

 

Stay warm. Lori Schweigert 

 

 

DISTRICT #6 

 

 Thanks to Scott Fasteen for your years of service on the Board. I hope to see you continue your involvement in 

NDHEA. 

 Just a note to all District 6 instructors, to let you know that I would like to try to get together with you sometime 

this summer if possible to talk about NDHEA activities that we could promote in the area. I obviously am new to this 

position and would like to hear your thoughts and ideas. 

 

Dale Patrick 

 

 

DISTRICT #7 

 

 District 7 consists of Wells, Eddy, Foster, Kidder and Stutsman counties. Itôs not too early to start thinking about a 

Family Fun Shooting Event in your area. If you would like some help putting on an event in your area, let me know and I 

would be glad to lend a hand. Contact me at keith.domke@gmail.com or 252-8433. 

 Last fall was probably the best waterfowl season that I can ever remember. Not in terms of the number of birds 

bagged but the milestones reached. My 10 year old son shot his first goose during the youth waterfowl weekend. He was 

excited to say the least. I was also fortunate enough to take a co-worker on his first goose hunt and now I think he is as 

hooked as I am. My new pup also got to retrieve her first goose as well. I hope your season was as pleasurable as mine. 

 

Keith Domke, District 7 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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